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reactions with your five senses and draw conclusions without the use of 
technical apparatus.  

When an aqueous solution is placed in a flame, the metal cation will burn a 

cannot be used to determine the non-metal.
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activity series

Calcium

Mercury

Silver

Gold
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In a single displacement reaction, the reaction will only occur if the “displacer” 

is more reactive than the metal in the compound.

For example, consider the following equation:

Fe(s) + CuSO4(aq)

Since, iron is higher on the activity series than copper, the reaction will proceed.  

If it were the other way around, there would be no reaction.

Examples:

Ag(s) +CaCl2(aq)

H2SO4(aq) +Na(s)

The Activity Series - Cont
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Solubility

Barium chloride and Lead(II) hydroxide
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