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ALCOHOLS AND ETHERS

Alcohols and Ethers both contain a side chain that involves oxygen

connecting to the main chain.

Alcohols

Alcohols have the oxygen side chain placed somewhere connected 

to the main chain and then a hydrogen is connected to the other side 

of the oxygen making the functional group a hydroxyl group.

Ethers

Ethers have the oxygen side chain placed somewhere connected to 

the main chain and then an alkyl group (traditional side-chain) is 

connected to the other side of the oxygen.
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 group, 

hydroxyl group
with a hydroxyl group attached somewhere in the chain in place of a hydrogen 

A number identifying which carbon contains the hydroxyl group

NOTE:

called "hydroxy"

5,6-dichloro-1,3-hexadiol

Naming Alcohols

OH
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Naming Ethers

Naming ethers is similar to naming simple alkanes with side-chains.  
The difference is in an ether, the side chain will be connected via an 
oxygen.  To accommodate the oxygen, the traditional "yl" suffix will 
be replaced with "oxy" 

Examples:

Recall ... 4-ethylheptane And Now ... 4-ethoxyheptane

3-methoxy-1-butyne
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WORKSHEET - ALCOHOLS AND ETHERS


